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' Right Honorable, and my very 


Have beew ſoneny waits: of jour quaciees feueby 

; me wwdeſarved,. as the we of mmy; firviee cam be. m ne 

 Compewee, and your Lordforgs approumg of thaſe: Sorureue 

when you beard thens preached, ac it might. be a (wſſuciant new 
Utarin to pat thens > the Preſs, fo it juſtly challenges the Dedi 
Cation © beſides the (whjelk watter of. thews as CC [4 oh, 
where fenkd obey look for [anifuery bus im aper/on of guaduaſe 2 
mhoſe hatred ts fir appears daily by your prudent” nePubwing of 
 yowe ſelf and family in the maies of Virtme and Every 
man's apt t6 profeſs himſelf an enemy woo ſim in bus words, bus of 
_— $heir attauns,, ps 57 femad;, far in. 5s 

, 47 WeR Ave apt tobe driuiird,. and therefore k bene four 
ate _—_ tinues, and preſcribed moms to prevent then, at 
which 1 hope none will be offended ; hue they that mauige thene- 
ſelves ta mach wm che waoes of fox, ATED eo meg for we by vey 
own ſtrength to grep I Fer fe I hape is not come te this 
height, as any ll therefore apex/y oppoſe «work that conderwe 
ir, althowgh per chance they may miſlang it, harmever fivergthued 
wary. wi of tha pare God, which hater the unguere wars 
of þn : / have adventured ta put ut ta the publich ew, wn hope 
het forme may receive benefit, his ble(ſing oy ing 
it of private Readers, for the whach gs wr Foe daily pr 
or proteiiion from the calunmmres of che wor {d, ds hab! reds hon 

your Lovdfbips Patronage, for the wineb I ſhail be mare deeply ob- 

to be a davly hte to the throne of Grace, for the emereaſe 
—_— hamnr and happineſs: So prayes 


My Lord, 


Your honors moſt humbly 
devoted ſervant, 


Joha Noble. 


WES 4. 
[— oo gin 


Ts the Right Worſhipful , che Bailiffs, and 
the Aldermen, and the reſt, of his Pa- 
_y riſhioners 'of Eaft-R etford, - © 


Heſe Sermons I preſent to the whole Nation, bat in 
more ſpecial manner to you that are my peculiar 
charge, amongſt whom they have been preached, and 
Ms perchance forgorten,; and therefore to help your meme 
res, I now deliver them in writing, that you may keep them by you, 
ani read them over, and over again, as yon have occaſion, belies | 
ing you in the bowels of our Lord Feſus Chriſt to lay them ts 
- beart, and to praftiſe them in your lives and conver ſations. They 
may be a means Fo kill your fin, and it would be the joy of my hears 
to ſee- that decay amongſt you, to which. end my endeavours and : 
prayers ſball not be wanting : but 1 muſt tell. you alſo, that you' 
wuſt endeavour as much as in you lies to prevent all 
remprations to fin both inward and outward, according to theſe 
rules which by the help of God- 1 have ſet before ' you © his holy 
word cells me, That: be which converteth the finer fromthe 
Jomes 5, efrorof his way, ſhall fave a ſoul:from death, and hide a multi- 
20, tnde of fins. The prattifong of ſuch rules as theſ, I takg to be 
rhe ready way to convert a ſinner from theerror of his way; and 
if I can work. but upon one, there is a reward promiſed to me : 0 
let it be ſome one, or many of you, aud then there will be 4 good ac- 
compt of my'eleven years pains amongſt you : yet ['read, That 
Paxl may plant, and Apo/tos may water, but the Lord giveth 
the encreaſe ; ro him then ler ns fly for his bleſſing, that he may 
enable me to teach ſound dottrine to you, and to walk, before you in 
the waits of. righteouſneſs, and that he may enable you 10 follow, 
ſo as at the great day, 1 may deliver you up to the great Heptears, 
that (ball place 'you and me amongſt the ſheep on his right hand, 
Math; 25, 494 pronounce that gracious ſentence unto us, Come ye bleſſed 
34+ of my father, inherir the Kingdom prepared for you fromthe 
foundation of the world. So prayes 


Tour faithful Miniſter in 
Feſus Chriſt 


 Tohn Noble. 
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He caxe of thy: ronſc}once,” not the flatrevi rw thee in' 
thy opzmon, hath invited me to this Tath ,* the carry- 
ing on of the great deſign for rhe ſalvation of mens 
ſouls, not the carrying on of any worldly defign for 
4 the pampering of their bodies, or pleaſing their 'bu- 
monys'; wor to pleaſe, or = »p Fe partie in this roy. wouth diorael 
and even diftratted Church avd Commun-wtalth'; bu; naving alt 
ſides, and contentions, to inſlrutt thy ſoul in the waies of right. 
exſneſs; ſo that if thou uſeſt Religion, or reads Sermons far no 
ether end beſides Gods glory and is own ſalvation by his bleſ- 
ſing ; here thou maiſt fin inſtruftlon ” for 1 fight agamft that on- 
ly which is the common enemy, Sin, being the tanſe of all miſery, 
either to private men, or publick Nations ;, other” things may be 
blamed, but that is the true fountain, and therefore if we could 
dam up this Spring, we might have happineſs upon earth, and 4 
ready way unto the joyes of heaven ; our natural corruptiin is 4 
great hinderance; ang or more willingneſs to obey the luſts of na= 
ture, then the precepts of grave makes it very hard, ar difficilia 
quz pulchra, Thoſe things that are moſt glorious, ave attained 
with the greateſt difficulty. The Apoſtle tels us, That our life is a 
Warfare, and therefore let every Chriſtian Souldier fight ſtoutly 
againſt the temptations of the world, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; as 
long as we may hgh there's hope of overcoming, if we yeeld once 
we are condemned to death and ſlavery. To this end here I have 
propoſed to thy view the Conception and birth of Sin , which is 
our greateſt e moſt dangerous enemy, ſhewing both the outward aud 
the inward canſes of it, how by nature we are apt to fall, and be 
evercome thereby, and how by grace we may be able to ſtand and 
fight, exhorting all the true ſervants of Feſus Chriſt to fight man< 
fully under his Banner, and we may do it with a good faith, ſince 
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FY the Reader, 

hl dheiedy over con ahi* tht; fowerr of fingi vil" 
vom i er eg hr er 5 frees 
ther, that our temptation is ſo ſtrong, and the waies of fin ſo cun- 
ing, as we had need to be E288 Gontinually This [ have de- 'S 
livered briefly, leſt I ſhould tire the patience of any Reader, and q 
in ſuch a ftilC, bs = cir ned Sed not [piſs The ignorant J 
may unde a bYol8 ble fits of recabue profir. The | 
Dottrine I take on ſeaſonable, in regard of the calamities, which 

for , a long, time hays bung over this N ation, which if Seoul log 

aright Þ 232-5 &, to the decreaſing. of Sn,1 could fry 

n0hnce an end unto: but ſo long as this miſerable weed flouMhher, 

and I fear 1 may (ay encreaſes, owr miſery aud danger will en 

creaſe abſo. The means to prevent it hes ſomethiny in everffarty- 

exlar. man, by fr:i0 mg. to everceme bis own frtchis own temprati - 

pans 7} og en man {wen his own docr,, and the whole 

ſtreet will be clean let every man mend one, and we Mall quickly 

be a food Nation : 1 exhort him to do his endeavour, and to pray 

to God for bis gracegfor the good of thine own ſoul, advitg thee 

to read, ant prattiſe rhe FW which ave hers preſcribed, and if | 


thou receiveſh any benefit thereby, gjot God the glory, and vemen.- 
ber in thy-praters 


The utworthy Authcr 


Jorxn Noprre. 
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7 Hefews after they had cmfeftheTord of life 
asa juſt puniſhment, were diſperſed, and-ſcat- 
Ga aodes oyer- the face of the earth, ſaf- 
WE many 'kinds of affiitions and-miſeries 
NE are ordinarily 'imicidehe-yngo; mett_that 
Fas arc driven fram home: to comfort them i 
wh Rate, their countrimarrStZames writ this 
ove torhem, as at the firſt verſe, James aſervant of 
Ged, ane the Lot el Chrift, ro the twetye tribes which are 
{cqattere Aabrgnd reetims- Phis icat ttering abroad, and aftiai- 
Soy wont ihe ret mpr, oo to deff air, ant other fins, 
and to-have.a pg conceit of God in. the point of -fin and 
affiftion, and. therefore he-takes paines to reifie their judge- 
Fments,. agd to 'brin them tp a rjght concept of Got in all caſes 
to. aſcribe lery to him, ang ro the comfort tochemſelves; and 
therefore tis Epitle conſift % ous 'pn_admonitions, he be- 
gins with fuch_4 one as in; fu :did moſt concern them, 
adviſing them to take confort in « afflitions, and rejoyce in 
temptations, as it.is at the 2d. verſe, Ay brethren, count it all 
J09-mben ye fa{l-into arvers temprations; .nay he goes ſofarin the 
2h verſe, as he Ppronounces by bleſling to them that endure 
temptatisn;che i intirtates tharGod is,both the Author, and the 
rewarder of them, Z/ eſſed* (faith he”) ;i-che man chat. entdurerhb 
temptation, for wiew he us tr. ed, he ſpall recesye the crawn of life 
which. the Lord hath promiſed to,them that, loye him.” The Apoltle 
thys bayingconiforted them in their miſeries, ,and given them 
pg noe agaioſt deſpair” in| cheir rem jons, by affirming 
and proving that'God was the Author, of them, '1eſt upon this 
f® round thev Thoutd fall into +a worſe error, and think God to 
the Author. of fin, he preſently prevents it with another ad- 
moxition, i immediately following t in the 13th verſe, Les no man 
So whents 5s. ramped, 1 4am rempred of God. 
"Now 
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ration, and intimates that 


= . Jy. we 
herpwilda gf Which dogke, know 

4empraniont: Some be outward, to 
wit, Afflitions, or Perfhtions%\ either in Body, Soul, or 
Goods, fuch as the diſperſed tribes of the Jews did ſuffer,whgn 


50 YR Wy | 
Jail yo.temape Ahrapomn gt -22 Chap, of Gendfn, a 
verſe, and fo following, when he commanded him to-o 
his onely Son. Iſaac whom he loved, and may be daily faidto 
tempt us, when he ſends any crols upon us for the tryal of our 
faith, and of theſe remptations. the Apoſtle . ſpeaks unto, the 
113th verſe, But then-he comes to-the inward temprations, fuch 
as pravoHe 13 to.ſin;,” and therefore 'to prevent blaſphemy, he 
both affirms and proves, that-God was not the Author of ſuch 
temptations; and his caveat here, that-no man ſhould ſay he 
was tempted of God, wzs yety neceſſary:. for mankind is very 
prone to excuſe, and willing tg lay. their faults upon others, and 


thendo ſeem to be mol, freed: from their !1ns, when they can 


imputethe faulr ro God, .eicher for.tempting, them, or ar leaf 
ſuffering them to be tempred, and nor affordjng them his grace, 
and power to withſtand chem. Such blaſphemaus men. who ex- 


.cuſe their ſins by.blaming God,, our. Apoltle bere, doth repre- 
hend, and convince, faying, as it follows 19.the ſamme-verſe, Thar 
God cannat be tempted with evil neither, tempteth hz any max. God 
1s of fo pure, and ſo good a nature, as he cannot defire evil; or 


be tempted with it, and. therefore our Apoſtle might conſtant- 


Jy affirm he would nor. tempt any. man to that. he. neither had 
wyl, nor power to.be himſelf, And this was a ſtrong proof, for 
therefore doth. the Devil tempt ys to io, becauſe hedoth whol- 


iy burn with'the Juſt of ſin-:,.,now-God as inhimſelf he neithet 
hath'the powef, nor deſire to ſin, ſo neither can he be the Au- 


thorofour ſin. . * : 


Bur then ſome will ſay, Where comes ous ſin ? and what's 


"the cauſe of it? to | peak property, {in, cannot ' be aid On 
any; cauſe, becauſe it is a 


cer privation, *it bath no being; 
that, 


. RPG 


St James ſent them this Epiltle;-and theſe are to a good end 
God isthe Author of chem, .a1 nes them upon bis 
to.exergſerhar. paji dry their faith 
4, aq thet 
fer up 
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F that which comes neereſt to, the narute- of a cauſe, and fignra- 


tively may be ſaid to be the cauſe of ſin: our Apoltle/here ſets 
down, and in what order, ' and by what degrees it is £oriceived 
-and brought forth amongſt us ; But every.man ( ſaith he in the 
-next verſe) 5 texpred, to wit to lin, when be is drawni away of 
his own luſt, and enticed ; ſo that we.may. conclude, and deter- 
mine, that temptation as it is a tryal of our faith and patience 
— from God ; bur cempration as it'is; a provacation'un- 
40 fin;'comes from bur ſelves: God doth not cauſe our: fin, 


| -bur our underſtanding and other faculties of the ſoul which be 


-hath beſtowed upon vs, to be the direftion of godlinefs. to us; 
theſe our-corrupted minds, drawn away . with pleaſures of 
the world; and enticed with: luſt -againft: the ſway of reaſon, 
and .inftruction'of God turns contrary to their. right uſe, and 
-conſequently to our deſtruction. In us then is the ſeed of fin; ro - 
-wit, our luſt, which cauſeth in us an inepitude to do any thing 
'that's good, and a ready inclination to any evil: and therefore 
4t is emphatically ſpoken, That every man is tempted, when he 
is drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed, and then, as it imme- 
diately follows in the words of my Text, hen luſt hath concei- 
ved, it bringeth forth fin. 

In which words our Apoſtle doth not onely ſimply affirm 
what's the cauſe of ſin, but he proves it, and ſhews by degrees 
whar's the beginning, progreſs,” and manner of bringing torth 
-oar {in, and makes a Demonſtration of it by a ſimilitude, thac 
-we ſhould the better underftand his: meaning : for ſimiltudes 
in holy Scripture are generally very pithy, and expreſs things 
.more fully and feelingly to humane fenſe. The ſimilitude which 
-he uſes in this place, he takes from a Childe-bearing-woman, as 

ppears by theſe words of conceiving and bringing forth, uſi 
he ſame phraſe in producing this ugly monſter fin, as ifhe had 
ſpoken of a more natural and lawful birth, fo that my Textis a 
deſcription of the procreation of ſin, ſhewing by what degrees 
it is produced, of what parents, and by what means, all which 
the diviſion of my text will ſhew you plainly : I will here there- 
forexceaſe to ipeak-of it in general, .and come to the gathering 
-and handling of the ſeveral parts, which I take to be four. 

I. Parturiens. 2. Partxriendi modus. 3. Parturitio, 4 Partus. 


| i. The breeder, lult. 
| B | 2. Thi 


of . ber breec ; | __ : ATE 


he mage} 
and mi = 
might oe enjoyed for Eve 
ag! 


union 
thar'ſtate was 0 
ſuch a crearnte, o 


CIOS 


men, all mankind in him included ; all men whileft he food; en- 
;oyed rhe height of happineſs, and'all 'men by his rratiſpreſtion 
into the depth of miſery, and therefore the Schovles deter» 


mine, Dum punitur aliquis pro peccato pong, #0n punti- Aquinag 
4 met hat when puniſh- _ &o © 
| t e Pecc. 
ment is inflited upon any man for the ſin of his firſt parents,he + 


Art. 1. 


thr pro peccato alterins, ſed pro peccato ſus, 


is not puniſhed for anothers fauke, bur for his own ; for we are 
not to conſider Aram as _ perſqn, but as repreſenting 
rhe whole body of man-ki 
4" Now as — fin was cm ſo likewiſe _—_ 
niſhment grievous, the-juſtice 6 everely puniſhing him 
oth in body and foul, the very earth being carſed for his fake, 
inſomach thatir ſhould not bring” forth ſuch pleaſant fruits as 
beforeir did, but Thorns and 5 + and thoſe fraits: which 
it did afford, he ſhohld not pertake'of as he did before; in joy, 
and eaſe, bur in forrow and toil, On the other "ſide his fout 
was puniſhed with ſinfut lufts, fo that although in .the ſtate of 
mans innocency his ſou} was pure, and holy, both defirous and 
able to-love the Lord his God with all the faculties thereof, and 
to be obedient to his holy laws ; yet now that he had broken 
his Gods commandments,all was altred: That divine light which 
enlightned' his underſtanding, was turned into a fearful dark- 
neſs. Thar divine grace which gave him both power, and will 
ro perform what was right in the ſight of the Lord his God, 
was now turned into inordinate luſts, which did not onely take 
away his ability of doing good, but alſo provoked him to' any 
kind of ſin whatſoever ; ſo that now he ſhould be wholly at er. 
mity with his Maker, having his underſtanding darkned, his will 
perverſe, his heart rebellious, all his powers and faculties whol- 
ty corrupted with inordinate deſires, and ſirful luſts; This was 
the puniſhment of our firſt parents ſin, inflited upon them, 
and all their poſterity, ſo that now there is in every man a ſeed 
of ſin, a luſt which entices him to every fin ; and this is the luſt 
our Apoſtle ſpeaks of, which I ſhall ſhew you anon to be the 
cauſe of fin, Already you ſee how fin was the cauſe of this luſt; 
theſe two monſters, Luſt and Sin,matually begetting each other, 
ſtriving to undo poor man ; and becauſe they will be ſure to be 
both within him, they each become the material cauſes of the 
other:like as we ſee inIce and Water, Water rongealed becomes 
B 2 | Ice, 


_— CO II —_ 


dg 
. 
* 
\ 


The Conception, 
Ice, and Ice when it is meſted again, returns to Water: ſo tis 
with ſin, and luſt, exch- being the cauſes of the other, - our ori- 
inal ſin the cauſe of our tuft, qur luſt the cauſe. of our. aRual 
wy jt ho _—_. 

Luſt then in my Text, is not taken onely for the ſenſual ap. 
petite of the fleſh, which earices a man to break the 7th Com- 
mandment, bur tis taken in a larger ſence, not for any one kind. 
of luſtful appetite, but for the fountain and root from whence 
all inclination and deſires do proceed, which may tempt. us to, 


Aug. 1. 1, any luſt or ſin whatſoever”: and: therefore St Auſtin ſaid In rote 


&. lib. Ar- 
bitrio. c: 


3 

Gal. 5.19 
TOs ZI. 

> ct. 1.4 


2d Part. 


maltfaciendi genere libido dominatny, Luft is the chief Agent in 


all kind of ſinful ations. We may ſee kkewiſe'our luſt ſpoken 


of in this large ſence in many places of- holy Serjpture. St Pax! 
in the 5th of the Gal. reckons up the works of the fleſh, affirm- 
ing them to be Adultery, Fornication, Vncleanneſs, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred , Variance , -Emulations, 
wrath, Strife Seditions; Hereſies, Envyings, Murthers, Draun- 
henne(s, Revellings,and ſuch like ; St Pal affirms all theſe to 
be the works of the fleſh. Now there be many of them, as. 
witchcraft, Myrthers, Seditions, Hereſies, and others, which 
cannot be reſtrained to the ſenſual appetite of the fleſh, the 
{tri& ſence of luſt, but they are all hainous ſins, and therefore 
the Apoſtle concludes, Thar they all are the works of this four- 
tain, and root of all fin, Luſt : So St Peter affirms, That the 
corruption that ts in the world is through luſt, which cannot be as 
tas taken in a ſtrict ſence, but as he takes it largely in my Text; 
not for any one kind of evil defires, but for the fountain and 
root of all ſinful appetitis By luſt then here is meant, That ſeed 
of ſin which was left in our minds by the fall of our firſt Pa- 
rents, being an hereditary corruption of our nature, ſpread a- 
broad into all our parts of the body, and faculties of the ſoul, 
which makes us gui'ty of Gods wrath, and liable ro his puniſh- 
ments, by breeding in us the ſinful works of the fleſh. And thus 
having unfolded unto yoy what we are to underſtand by Juſt, I 
will leaveit for a time, for 'the effect of it I muſt ſhew by de- 
grees, asI proceed in the explanation of my other parts, the 
next of which I find to be the maner of her breeding, to wit, 
by conception, when luſt hath conceived. 
This left concerves, which by it ſelf it cannot, for conception. 
ps is. 
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dd es. td wn. 


ang Birth of Sim. 7 
is not. cauſed by one Agent-alone, | but neceſſarily includes the 
aQs of. two, 2nd; where, then, hal we find companian 
for her ?. what can we. think bat an00P to engender' with 
this beaſtly luſt? Origen would have. it to be the Devil, ſaying, 
od improbi homims anima diabolum maritum habet, ex quo Howil. 13 
ejuſmods edis ſobolem, & canjunitio anime notre fuit primo cum i* Joiun. 
walo viro, & marito peſſimo,, diabolo. A, wicked mans ſoul 
( faith he } is firſt joyned<o a bad. man, and after married to 
2 worſe Devil, out of which unclean matrimony proceeds the fil- 
thy and polluted iſſue of ſin. . Francis Georgins in his Problems 
upon holy Scripture, ſeconds him in this opinion, ſaying Sicur 
Dems ſeminat ſemen ſunmyg&c. As God ſomes his ſeed in his field, Problem. 
to wit, His holy word ;;ſo-the Devil imitating him in the ſame 455 
aR, although with contrary faves bi tares among ſt 
Gods wheat, his loathſome and deadly ſeed of luſt, among ſt the 
pure ſeed of Gods holy word : ſo -did he to, our firſt Parents, re. 
preſeating the whole Species of mankind, after God had pla- 
ced them in Paradiſe, and given them one onely prohibition | 
not.to taſt of the tree of knowledge of good and evil : he A 
comes to them by ſuggeſtion, and firſt ſeducing the woman, | 
and by her means the man, made them both eat of the forbid- | 
den fruit, and die: and this hath alwaies been his practiſe, 
and ſtill is, As 4 roaring Lion walksth he about, ſeeking whom x Per, 5 2, | 
he may devony. - | | 
Diyers others there. be of opinion, that ſin is produced of 
the Devil, as Father thereof ſowing his ſeed, and our luſt as a 
Mother conſenting, and receiving it. But the Devil can not 
be the party meant in my Text, that 'conceives together with 
our Juſt, fpr he is not enemy bad enough to us to do us this 111 
office, for although he be a ſore enemy, and endeavours by all 
meaans-poſlible that lies in him, to ſeduce us fram every good 
work, and tempt us to all kind of fin, as appears by many 
places of holy Scripture, yet he hath not the power to do it; 
God hath limited and bounded his power, not to-go any fur- 
ther then his Commiſſion. This appears unto us 1n the firſt 
and ſecond of the ſixth of ob, where tis ſhewed, that the 
Devil could not tempt 7ob to any fin, until that God had gi- 
ven him leave. Nay, tis ſhewed in the Goſpel, that the De- 
Nils had got power to enter into a heard. of Swine, until that My. 8'3 ro 
our 
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Annotat. 


The Conteptied,” 
our Sxyiour bad them! $0! Well rhitrefore ſaid Gregory the 
erat, A Adi B. en lter' Fy i,j 
tne; quod emis Wpſt FabePe Sie uppers, eur" fit; vw wi 
ffte prymeerir. The Devils536i1 ( faith he ) to fempr as, comes 
from himſelf bat this power from God 3 for that which he deſires 
to do withedly, Goawill- nor foffer to be done nnjuſtly. Thus you 
ſee the Devit to*be-a cruct Enemy'\to ws, bur FE muſt find a 
worſe; for (avi fd befote Fe cannor be the party meant in 
my Text, that tonctivestogerher with our loft : for although 
he be a cauſe of much fin in us, yet he is onely an outward 
eauſe, his temprations are without us; and'ſo more eafie to be 
avoided. It muſt be then ſome Devil within us,worſe then rhar 
without us which 1$ here-meanr, - for Conception is 'a work 
withirt os,” which cafinot adit of any outward; biit onely-in- 
wardcauſes maſt be Agents in it. Whar is it then ? 
I'anſwer; That it is the will of man which is in this concep< 
tion luft's Hasband r for: as the learned Divines which were 
Jarely appointed, and imployed' to ſet out Annotations upon 
all che Books of the olfl and new Teſtament, in their Expoliri« 
on of 'my Text do judicionfly teach us: New laſt may then be 


[aid to have conceived, when the will entertains thoſe evil moti» 


in locym vs with conſent and delight, which luſt hath ſtirred wp. Luſt 


Mark. 7. 


19, 
vVEI+ 3l. 


2 he 


indeed hath an inclination, and doth provoke a man to all kind 
of fin, but by it ſelf alone it cannot conceive, and therefore it 
muſt expe& the help -of ſome other ; now when it isthus 
prone; and ready to entertain any fin, the will of man by con- 
ſenting unto it, makes the a& of ſin complear, which betore 
was imperfe&, and ſo by joyning the conſent of the will to 
the proneneſs of luft, is cauſed this Conception. It is made 
then within us, in the heart and foul of a man, the will being 
The great agent in this naughty buſineſs. | 
We may gather light from other places of holy Scripture; 
£0 confirm this expoſition of my Text ; for obſerve I pray 
you, what Doctrine our bleſſed Saviour delivers in the Gc- 
Ipel, There i nothing from without a man that entring mto him, 
can defile him ; but % things which come out of him, thoſe are 
rt5*y that defile the man, as1t is atthe 21. and 22. verſes, From 
within, our of the heart of men proceed evil Thoug! ts, Adultes 
ries, Fornmeattons, Afuracrs, Thefts, Coverow/ſneſs, Withed- 


neſs, 


414 BIAS of Vim; © 
neſt; Deceit, Laſciviouſneſs, an Foil Bye, Blaſphimy, Privle, 
FT ries {/ the heart i the ſear of ' the Nl bee The heart 
encfines us into, that we will; and from w# hin owe of the hrart 
of men proceed evil thoughts, adalteries,' ec. Here 5s aloft all 
ins particularly named, as it follows at the 23. ver.. Ai che/e 
evil mhing come from within, and defile-the man. So Exch. 33. 
11. See howthe Lord by his Prophet reaſons with thepeople , 


Turn ye, rave of from jour evil waies, for why withyeabe O Exck. 336 
* your will brings evil Wait s' upon 04G from? 2+ 


bouſe of Iſrac 
winch you muft turn, your will brings death upon-you, z/y 
will ye die > Why do you ſuffer your will to conſent with your 
fuſt ro-bring fin and death upon. you? And: thus! qur'iblefſed 


Saviour-bemoans his people, and city of Q'Ferwe | 
fatem, feruſalem, thou that kilfeff the Poop 1 \AA floneſt rhens Mar. 23. 
whith are fent anto thee, how Hers man gn thy 37+ 


Childyea together, even as a Hen gathereth her Clatkens under 
her wings, and ye would not ? a great Emphalis is in theſe 
words, and ye would mt, fo that the killing of che Prophers, the 
foning, or any other wity' buſtns; of the Minilters of God 
which are fent ynto them, -the refuftng' ro be gathered under 
hjs wings, to be gathered into the Chnrch and Congregation 
of Chriſt, fo as we may ſay, that the refuſing of the grace 
of God when it is offered,and the yeelding to the temptations 
of 1in when they are offered, is from the perverfaeſs and cor- 
ruption of our will. - * FUL 

How far the will of man may. help us in the doing of that 
which is good, hath been a great and a nice difpute in the 
Churches of Chriſtendom, and upon it many dangerous er- 
rors grown: but they are without the compaſs of my Texr, 
all that it leads me te being to ſhew the freedom, or rather 
the thraldom of our wills in that which is evill, and herein 
all Divines agree that it goes very far, that it conſents, and ſo 
conceives with our luſt for the bringing forth of ſin. Lult may 
fitly be compared ro Materia prima, the firſt matter where- 
of things are framed, which in ic ſelf is imperfe&t, and with- 
out form, but it ts ready to receive any form, and defirous to 
be informed'; ſo luſt in a manis imperfeR, it is without the 
form or ſhape of any actual fin, bur it is fit and ready to re- 
ceive all forms, and both deſirous, and provoking to all. fins 
an 


23, 
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-- hath no more 


Ia locum, 
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3d Part. -| 


_ The CMutption, ... 
andchenif the will of man conſents vato it, it forms the luſt, 
and makes that a voluntary aal fig, -which before was. bur 
in potentis, _— poſlibility, or at the,moſt in a readineſs fo 
to be. Luſt isthe corruption: of our ſenſual nature, but the 
Willis a free a& of our fouls,chooſing,or refuſing thoſe things 
which are apprehended by-our reaſon and underſtanding; but 
if contrarybeth to.reaſon and underſtanding, our. Will con- 
ſents,& conveives with luſt, then.1t loſeth. its: own freedom,and 

power to choole what is good, but captivares it 
ſelf, and all thereſt of our faculgies under the davith yoak of 
fin. DI 1. ov 'J | | 
| To this/purpoſe Jaigs St, duſtin, Nols e9nſenitire concupiſcen: 


He the; nom eh nndercon iprat wife de te. Conſent; ? quaſi CONC Hs 
'baiſhi iv corute $80» Lee mot Ge ) :chy ill x0" to_ thy 
teſt, thy buſs canmet, conceive but by thy ſelf, but if thou haſh con- 


Vented; then haſt already eugendred. ſin in thy. heart. And- the 
ſame Father notes, T hat.-every man does conceive, and breed 
fomething in bus bears ; but ſore do, conceive with, a regenerate 
fpirit that which1s --others. ſuffer-cheir Will ro conceive 
with their luſt, and ſo-breed- all -manner ' of ſin ; of theſe the 
Pſalmift ſpeaks, Behold he travelleth with miſchief, he hath 
conceived ſorrow, and brought forth wngodlineſs, according to 
the words of my Text, Then, when luſt hath conceived,t br ing- 
eth forth: fin, And thus I have ſhewed youthe Parents of- Sin, 
our Luſt, and Will : I have (bewed you how'they engender, 
and ow tuft having conceived, labours tor he delivered, which 
is my third part, and now comes in order to be ſpoken of, ta 
wit, the delivery of luſt, ;r bringerh forth. 


It bringeth forth, Of this I ſhall need to ſpeak the leſs, be- 


cauſe having alteady explained Conceprion, and the manner of 


aCtxally committed thoſe-hainous fins which we have already 


tc, it is more apparent what is meant by. branging forth + Bring- 
ing forth, is the- ating of that which bebe was — 
within us, conceiving makes the at of fin compleat within ys, 
bringing torth without us : this is the full conſummation of 
the a&; our luſt enclines to ſin, our will. conſents, both joyned 
they concezve ; and if we gothus far that we are both enclina- 
ble, and conſenting to ſin, yer we think. we are in want, and 
our minds are {ickto bring torth, and longing until we haye 


COn- 
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| and Birth of Sin. © r2 
conſented unto in our heart: and indeed after Conception 
the fruit may miſcarry, and ſo come to no perfe&tion, but if 
it© be once brought forth, all ſuch doubts are removed, the 
womb delivered, and the fruit received. Men in the bringing 
forth of that which is good, do oft miſcarry ; for although a 
godly mans ſpirit hath an inclination to do that is good, and 
ſometimes prevails fo far that his will conſents, and ſo con- 
ceives a godly purpoſe of doing good ; yet fuch is human 
fraiſty, as heis ſeldom able to bring it forth into aR, for the 
allurements, and temptations af his luſt ariſing, and ſtrongly 
reliſting his regenerate ſpirit,for the moſtpart overcome it, and 
ſo make the conception of his godly purpole to miſcarry.Thus 
was it with che people of Zudah,for whom Hezekzah mourned, 
and rent his clothes, The Children are come to the birth, and IG, 
there is not ſtrength ro bring forth. fudah without doubt was 
much reformed by the raign of this good King over them, 
and by this Text it appears that they were not wholly given 
over to the:r luſts, that they had endeavoured to do good, and 
had conceived a godly purpoſe ; yet when they came to the 
birth of it, they were found weak, and wanting the power of 
bringing forth. 

Bur it is not ſo with ſin, Qxod concipunt impin 1d etiam pare 
turiunt, No wicked mans Conception doth miſcarry , for 
both the inclination of luſt, and conſent of the will, are neceſ- 
ſary before there can be a Conception, and theſe two agreeing 
ro being forth ſin, man hath loſt all tis freedom, and what 
power foever he had to reſtrain fin, is now enthral'd, and 
wholly endeavouring to bring it forth. And if perchance there 
be ſome obſtacle hindring him, fo that he cannot act his fin in - 
the ſame manner as he intended; nevertheleſs he hath brought N 
forth his fin, in the ſame hour that he gave over his will, and 
all the powers thereof to the conſent of his luſt, for fins Con- 
ception, according to the words of our Saviour, at. 5. 28. | | 
But I ſay unto you, that whoſcever looketh upon a woman to Inſt | 
ufter her, hath committed adultery already with her in his heart ——_—_ 
Committed adxltery with her in his heart ; Here our Saviour | 
makes the concejving, and bringing forth of {in to be both in 
the ſame inſtant ; and ſo likewiſe doth St Fames in my Text, tor ; 
altzough he make them two dittinct acts, becauſe he would 
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The Conception, 


fully ſet down the birth of ſin, and the manner, and-'all the 
degrees of her generation, yet he affirms them to be both ar 
the ſame time as appears by the firſt words of my Text, the 
particles, then, when; then when luſt bath conceived, it bringeth 
forth, as if he had ſaid in the very inſtant, rhar luſt hath concei- 
ved it bringeth forth : well, what doth it bring forth ? For an. 
ſwer to this Queſtion, I muſt come to my fourth part, ro wir, 
the birth, or fruit, which by this engendring, and conceiving, 
is brought forth, and that is fin ; Then, when luſt hath concei- 
ved, it bringeth forth ſin, 

Sin, loe here the Monſter that all this while hath been 
o'hatching, it is ſuch an aberration, and imperfection, as I can 
not perfectly give any definition of it, & it is unfit to be com- 
pared to any tt i1g, becauſe it is worſe then every thing: bur 
it muſt not be my task at this time fo much to ſer down what 
it is, as to ſhew the birth of it from thoſe I have already made 
the parents of it, which I ſhall the eaſier do by ſetting down 
what kind of fin our Apoſtle means here : for if he had ſpo- 
ken generally of any kind of fin, he needed not to have made 
ſo many parents of it, ſince our luſt alone withiout the help of 
any other, is able to bring forth much ſin, as evil thoughts, 
wicked defires, and ſuch like, which do creep into the minds of 
godly men againſt their wills, and yet are not excepted from 
the being of fin ; yea many times itis ſo powerful in man, as 
to make him commit ſome acts of ſin againſt his will. Thus was 
it with theApoſtle S Paxl,as he faith, Rem.7.15.For that whi h 
1 would, that do I not ; but what I hate, that do I: Here hs 
will was free, it had not conſented to his luſt, and yer his luſt 
had ſo far prevailed, as by it ſelf to bring forth ſin. Such ſins 
as theſe that men commit through weakneſs rather then wil- 
fulneſs, arenot to be meant in my Text, for theſe you ſee are 
brought forth without Coxcepr:on : but our Apoſtle here takes 
fin in a ſtricter ſence. to wit, for a wilful breach of Gods 
Commandments; and how comes man fo far blinded,as wilful- 
ly to break his Gods Commanaments , fince he knows fearful 
judgements denounced againſt the breakers, and infinite re. 
wards promiſed to the obſervers of them ? why, alas man is in 
a frail eltate, encompaſſed about with a body of fin, all his 
ſenſes be wholly corrupted with his luſt, and as St _— 

ath 


and Birth of ſin, 
hath it, Per quinque ſenſus quaſi per quaſdam feneſtras vitic« 


rum ad animam eft mtroitus , the five ſenſes are as five win- Libro 2. 


dows to give light and (ight to the ſoul of vitious objeRs,cach 
ſence gives an occaſion, and opens a gap for the foul to let in 
ſin : the objects of our ſenſe are meerly things of this world, 
and ſuch as be bad as well as good, and it is drawn to the de- 
ſire of that with whoſe pleaſure it is taken ; then the root of 
{in that is in us, Luſt, propoſes ſin to our ſenſe, not in his own 
colours, for then he would appear ugly, bur baited over with 
pleaſure, and ſeeming wonderful delightful, fo that the ſenſe 
is preſently inthraled, and eagerly delires to farisfie our luſt. 
But further, God hath given us underſtanding to govern our 
ſenſe, and a will to chooſe, or refuſe thoſe things which are 
apprehended by our underſtanding, and his objeR is peculiar- 
ly that which is good, either good un it (elf, or at leaſt fees 
ing ſo to us : but our luſt having. overcome the ſenſe, goes 
furcher, and ſeeks to corrupt the will alſo, by propoſing to it 
pleaſurable objeRts, and ſeemingly good, alchough indeed ve- 
ry ill, and ſo our will is oft-times enſnared; and whereas it was 
Siven tO be a curb to qur licentious thoughts, and maſter of 
our luſt, it becomes his ſlave, for baving conſented, our /uſf 
hath conceived, and then, when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth ſin. Thus this fearful Monſter comes to be hatched : and 
thus 1 have gone over all the parts of my Text by way of Ex- 
poſition, the Doftines, and the Uſes ariſing from thence, I 
ſhall reſerve for another Sermon, .let us pray unto the Lord 
for a right underſtanding of that which hath been already de- 
livered, and aſcribe 

Glory to the Father, and to the Sin, 41d t1 the 

Holy Ghoſt. . 
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SERMON II. 


JAME 5s I. 15 
Then, when luſt hath conceived,it brirgeth forth ſin, 


Of the outward cauſes of Sin, and the Doftrines, 
and Uſes of all. 


He Conception,and birth of Sin, T have already 
' ſhewed, of what parents it is begotten , by 
22> what degrees, and by what means che Parents 
LA Y 3 of it are both within us,the degrees and means 

7521 Si are (0 infenſible, as they cunningly ſteal upon 
DYACE WW us, the bringing of it forth is endleſs miſery. I 
ſhould be loath to leave man in ſuch a miſerable condition; 
and therefore ſo far as my Text will give leave, I ſhall pre- 
ſcribe means to wind hit our of it ; let him fee which way 
he muſt ſteer his courſe in this tempeſtuous ſtorm, and by 
what means he may arrive at a calm harbor at the laſt, and 
receive comfort and ſtrength in the mean time. His dangerous 
condition is by the fall of the firſt Adam, and the corruption 
that hath been intailed upon his nature ever fince,his help muſt 


be by the riſing of che ſecond Adum, and the grace and 


ſtrength that comes by feſ#s Chriſt, which will be ſufficient 


| to juftifie, and ſanRifie us upon earth, and to glorifie us in the 


| 


Eph 6 I2s 


kingdom of heaven; yet ſo long as we carry about us this 
body of Clay, theſe enemies will bein us; and had we no 
ſtrength beſides our own, they would overcome us; but he 
that took our nature upon him, hath purified ir; he that bore 
aur infirmities, hath ſtrengthned us againſt them ; he that 
overcame all our enemies, will arm us againſt their aſſaults ; 
yet he requires that we ſhould fight,and ſtrive-Holy Scripture 
in divers places, calls our life a Warfare, and therefore ſo long 
as we live, we muſt fight,and not onely againſt Feſs and Blood, 
but alſo againſt Prixcipalitiec aud Powers, ſaich the Apolile: 
Fleſh and Blood are our moſt dangerous enemies, becaule the 

are within us, but we have enemies without us alſo,unto which 
ſome reſpe&t muſt be given in this ſpiritual combate, and fo 
to make the Expoſition of my Text perfeR : I muſt tell you 
that there be orher things that may be thought to be the cau- 


; ſes 


apd Birth 9 


ſes of ſin, and indeed are in ſome fort, not the inward and eſſen. 
tial cauſes, my they be outward cauſes, ſuch as are without us, 
and {© more eaſle to be avoided ; theſe I will name unto you, 
thar if you be tempred with them at any time, you may have a 
care to reſiſt, and ly from them : and theſe I thall draw unto 
chree Heads. 

I, The Devi/, that great Principality and Power ; yet he does 
not invade us openly, bur ſecretly, he is.a ſore enemy to- us, and 
very ready upon any occaſion to t us ; and although he 
cannot dive into the heart and ſecret thoughts of. man, yet be- 
ing a quick ſpirit he can diſcern all our actions, and judge by 
them how our heart ſtands afﬀfeRed, and our will — and 
ſo as he ſees occaſion offer his ſuggeſtions and temptations to: 
ſeduce us. 4. 

2, Men, wicked men, which tempt us to fin either by their 
words and bad advice,or by their deeds and ill example ; and the 
greater Principality and Power they are in, the greater power 
they have over us, we are the eaſier led to follow their precepr, 
or example ; bur although they be onely equal to us in place and 
power, or our inferiours, yet if we be taken with their compa- 
ny, and they be ſinful,they will be apt to infeR us;for it is the us 
ſual praRtiſe of the world, for men that are fallen into anykind of 
fin, not ſo much to ſtudy how to ger out of it, as how to draw + 
others into it, flattering and deludin themſelves in' any courſz 
although never ſo vain and ſinful, which they ſee countenanced 
and followed by others; and although they be ſenſible of it to be 
finful,yet willing,& endeavoring to make others like themſelves. 

3. The alluring objeRts of the world, which tempt us to luſt 
after ſin, theſe corrupt our ſence, and move our will to- deſire 
that which will be our deſtra Hon, which theſe objes do not in 
themſelves, for conſider them ſimply in theic nature,and fo they 
are good, but they are cauſe of fin by accident, as we uſe them 
contrary to that end for which they. were created : God in his 
Creation made us Lords over them, but we in our vile affefions 
became their ſervants, and ſlaves, by giving them that which be- 
longs to the Lord onely,. to wit, the principal place: in our at- 
fe&ions, ſo they get a Principality and power over us ; and we 
do any thing for the obtain 1g and inordinate uſing of them, al- 
though it be diſpleaſing to the Lord ; thus the goadlineſs of the 


\Babyloniſh Garment, the worth of the ſilver and gold which Achan 
C 


b | ſaw 


Is 


Hoſ12 9. 


The Conception, 


[x amongſs the ſpoils, rempted him to cover,and rake them con- 


_ to the law of 'God, as wemay fee inthe 7th Chap. of the 


of 7o/4x4, ar the 20.-21. ver. Aud Achan anſwered jolliug 
and ſaid, Indted I have ſinned againſt the Lord God of 1ſrachand 
thus, and thus have I done. When I ſaw among the ſpouls a good'y 
Bak yloniſh garment ,and two hundred ſpekels of jilver,and a wedge 
of gold of fifty ſhekels weipht; rhen 1 coveted them, and took them. 
When 7ofha# went to deftroy, the Ciry: of Fericho, he was com» 
manded by-the Lord, and gave commandment over the camp 
of Iſrael, that no man ſhould:meddle-with any of the ſtuff, or 
ſpoil that wasin'the City; but'as an accurſed thing'it ſhould all 
be deſtroyed and burned with'fire : now A4chas ſecing fuch rich 
ſpoils that he might eaſily encompals,.z goodly Baby/anifh Gar- 
ment, two hundred ſhekels of Silver, and a wedge of Gold, he 
covered, and rook them; which brought a curle upon bimfelf, and 
all the Camp : it is very likely that when ofa gave the ſtrict 
command about medling with the ſpoil, Achan amongſt the reſt 
was willing to obey'it; but when he ſaw theſe rich ſpoils, they 
were t00 great a temptation for him to withſtand, his4uſt aroſe 
to covet them, and his will coriſented to rake them , this allu- 
rirg obje& of the world giving the firſt occaſion ; and thus dai- 
ly doth the world ſeduce us, for to what ſin foever thou haſt an 
enclination, the world will fit thee with pleaſurable objeAs 
wherewithal to tempt thee, | 
And theſe are the ourward cauſes of fin, Ar perditio twa ex te 
Iſrael, O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, Hol. 13. 9. Cantt- 
der thy ſins,and thou ſhalt find-theſe outward temptations to be 
onely occaſtons of ſinning,and the true cauſes to be within thee; 
and if you pleaſe to examine particularly any voluntary actual 
fin, you fhall find that it proceeds from theſe two Parents of fin 
fer down in my Text, to wit, Mans corrupted luſt, and his con- 
ſenting-will : and that you may the better ſee the trith of this, 
I will examine the breaches of the ten Commandments, and 
ſhew that our Luft, and Will, are the Authors of them all; as 


firſt idolartry and talſe worſhip, that are forbidden in the firſt 


and ſecond-Commandments ; whence come they ? but even from 
imbred luſting after ſtrange Gods, or a deſire to: ſerve the crea- 
cure better then the Creator. The third Commandment forbids 
ſwearing, which men prophane by a luſt they have to blaſpheme 
God, or to confirm their. vain aſſertions by unlawful means. 

2 The 
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The fourth commands us to ſan&ifie Gods Sabboth; and whence 
1s the breach of this? bur eicherfrom a luſt we have to do other 
works on that day which are forbidden in this precepr, and hin- 
der us from diſcharging thoſe holy duties which we are enjoyn= 
ed, or from our luſt fo tar corrupted, that although we be pre- 
fent at Gods holy Ordinances, our minds are with-drawn, and 
we do not perform them in chat manner which we ought, and 
ſo the uſe of holy things becomes unholy to us. The fifth com- 
mands honor,and obedience to Parents,and Magiftrates, but our 
luſt contemns them, and ſo we break it. Murther comes from 
this root, to wit, a luſting after another mans blood. Adultery 
from luſt, as it israken inthe ſtrifteft ſence. Theft proceeds from 
an inward laſt ty another mans goods. Bearing falle witneſe from 
a luſt ro defame and ſlander others. And the breach of the laſt 
Commandment, is from a hufting after any thing whatſoever, 
which it hath pleaſed God to beſtow upon ſome other. Thus you 
ſee,how byour imbred luſtwe caficatag to tranſgreſs all Gods 
holy laws ; but luſt alone does not fo fully break them, & there- 
fore-as though it could not ſin ſufficiently by it ſelf, it ſtrives to 
corrupt the will, and get his help to the producing of this ugly 
monſter Sin, and then if our will conſent, the act is perfeR, that 
which before was but a provocation, is now a voluntary actual 
fin; that which before did but entice man to ſin,harh new concei- 
ved and breught forth ſin.'No man is free from this loft, and eve- 
ry man hath a natural corruption which ttirs bim up to fin, bur 
God hath alſo given us reaſon to fway it, and a will to domineer 
over it, to chooſe, or refuſe thoie things which it offers unto us: 
bur if we fuffer our wills to be inthraled by it, if we will ſwear, if 
we will commit adultery, if we will tteal, if we will bear falſe» 
witneſs, or the like, then we become apen rebels, and wiltuzy 
break Gods holy laws, and then tur luft hath conterved, and 
brought forth ſin. Thus I have ſhewed you the outward, as well 
as the inward cauſes of ſin: and this T hope with Gods ble(- 
ſing, may ſuffice ro be ſpoken of my Text by way of Exyoſiti- 
on: in the next place I am to go over it by way of inſtrut:on,to 
ſhew you ſuch Doctrines and Ufes as wilt arte fromit; and con- 
fidering all that-hathi'been delivered in this, and the former Ser- 
mon, we may gather from it theſe five Conc :110ns, or points of 
Doctrine. | 

1. That Godis noz the Author of our ſin. 
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: 2, That we our felyes ate, wherein we. muſt [earn to diſtin- 
guiſh berwixt the outward, and the inward cauſes; the outward 
cauſes are the Devil, the alluring objecrs of the world, and the 
company of wicked men, but the inward and eſſential-cauſes are 
within us, to wit, our Luft, and Will. | 

3.Thar ſince the fal of Adam there is a luſt predominant in eye- 

ry man,which temps him co altkind of ſin,and further alfo that 
his will is ſo far-corrupted, as tt is very enclinable to conſent. 

4+ That we muſt endeavoras much as in us lies, to reſiſt all 
temptations to ſin both. outward and inward, although our cor. 
ruption be ſuch, as we are not able to hinder this Conceprion, 
without the grace and aftiſtance of almighty God. 

5. Andtherefore'tifthly, and laſtly, we are to uſe the means ro 
Set the grace of God, by our prayers unto him,to beſtow ſuch a 
bleſling on us, by imploying our ſelves in the hearing,. and me- 
ditating of his holy week and all ſuch means as he hath appoir- 
red for the getting and encrealing of his grace. 

- Theſe five Heads contain in them the ſum of the doctrinal part 
of this Text, and they are ſufficient to direct a man both in the 
ſpeculation and the practiſe of it,to direct him in his judgement, 
and keep him from erroneous opinions about theſe ſerious and 
weighty points, and to direct him in the courſe of his life, fo as 
he may be the better able to reſiſt and overcome the temptati. 
ons of ſin, and be kept freer from the incumbrances of fo great 
and fo dangerous an enemy. To handle theſe points of Doctrine 
by way of proof, and reaſon would be matter enough for many 
Sermons ; and I am loath to be tedious, by inſiſting to long up. 
on one ſubject: and therefore having partly ſhewn them already 
in the explication of my Text,I will now go over it by way of ap- 
plication,to ſhew the Uſes we are to make of ſuch inſtructions. 
1. And herein firſt we may gather an uſe of reproof,thus may 
ſerve to reprove all thoſe that go on careleſly, and ſecurely in a 
courſe of fin, that eafily-yeeld to the temptations ther2of, not 
triving to reſiſt them by ſuch power, and means that God hath 
afforded to them. 

2. We may gather an Uſe of Humiliation ; this may ſerve to 

humble us all,even them that ſtrive moſt againſt their ſins, becauſe 

Our corruption is ſuch as we are notable to overcome them. 

 _ 3.We may gather ah Uſe of Exhortation;this may ſerve to ex- 
hort us to uſe the.means wheceby we may; of this 1 ſhall chiefly 
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inſift, and to the end I may go on puncrually, and orderly there- 
in, I will draw it into three Heads. 3 

r. As firſt exhorting you not ro excuſe your ſins, and lay the 
fault upon others, fince they proceed from your ſelves. 

2, Exhorting you, now you know the true cauſes of ſin, and 
temptation, not to conſent unto them, but endeavor as much as 
in you lies to refiſt them. 

3. Exhorting you to pray unto.the Lord for his grace, that by 
his ſpecial aſhſtance you may overcome that which ia above the 
weakneſs of your nature;of which in their order ; Firſt,exhorting 
you not to excuſe your fins. I know excuſes are rife, & men when 
they have aRually broke Gods holy laws, are not ſo willing in- 
genioully to confeſs it,as to excuſe themſelves by blaming othet s. 
Thus when our firſt Parents had ſinned, God comes to Adam to 
enquire-whether he had eaten of the forbidden fruit or no, his 
conſcience accuſed him ſo, as he could not abſolutely deny it; yet 
he will have an excuſe for it, putting it off to the woman, Gez.3. 


iD 


/ 


12. The woman which thog gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gove me of Getz 12. 


the tree, and I did eat ; wherein to juſtifie himſelf, he does not 
onely accule the woman, bur even the Lord alſo, for giving her 
unto him that was the occaſion of his ſin. Then God examines the 
woman, ſhe could not deny it neither, yer ſhe will excuſe it, and 
lay the fault upon the Serpent, as it is in the next v. The Ser- 
pent beguiled me,c> 1 did ear. Thus when Samxel came to reprove 
Sasl for ſparing the King of the Amalekires, and the beſt of the 
ſheep, andthe oxen, contrary to Gods command expreſſed in 
the 1. b. of Sam.the 15.ch. and the 3 v. Now go, and [mite Ama- 


ſlay both man and woman, infant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel 
and aſs. But as it follows at the gth v. Saul, and the people [pared 
Agag, and the beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen,and of the fatlings, 
and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not drſtriy them; 
but every thing that was vile, and refuſe that they deſtroyed utter- 
ly. Here $ an expreſs breach of the command of the Lord,not on- 
ly by the people, ſaith the Text, bur alſo by Sax/ himfelf; and yer 
whea Samuel came into the cainp, Sax had the face to tay unto 


him, as it is at the 13 v. Bleſſed be thou of the Lerd, I have per- , 


formed the commandment of the Lord, and lay all the fault upon 

the people at the 15. v. And Saul ſaid, They have browght them 

from the Amalekites, fer the people ſpared the beſt of the ſheep, and 
D | 
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lex, and utterly deſtroy all that they have, and ſpare them not, but —__ Fo 


15. 
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the oxex, and $0 forth'; chus though Sax/ was apparently taken 
in a fault, ſo as he could not deny that the commandment ob the 
Lord was wy 4; he wil excuſe himſelf,& blame the people. 

And thus I fear it ſtands with many.-at this time, who Ki vs 
they have (inned, are ready to fay with Zve, The Devil tempted 
me, and I did fig, and fo it is his faulr, and not mine ; or with 
Adam, T he woman deceived me, and fo I finned, I alas was inno- 
cent, and-hadno deſire to break thine holy laws ; but I ſaw the 
woman, Or any other pleaſurable objets of rhe wortd, and they 
allured me to this fin, and ſo the fault is theirs, therefore I pray 
have me excuſed. Or with Sax/, the people enticed me, and I did 
Gn ; intended to ſerve God uprightly, but I met with bad com- 
pany, ſuch, and ſuch wicked men,and ſo though I was unwilling, 
they drew me on toſin./Theſe excuſes ( beloved ) will not ſerve 
the turn, it ig not fig-leaves will cover our nakedns(s,it is not any 
excuſe will help ; and if any man after fin committed, ſeek to lef- 
ſen it by theſe, or the like means ; let him affure himſelf that he 
makes it far greater,and leſs pardonable, for God is nor like man, 

Tra8;26, poflible to be deceived with lies, Adertiri Deo potes, Dem falle- 
in Joh, 7e #011 potes, ſaith, St Asxſtin,thou maiſt belie thy fins ro God, but 
thou canſt not deceive him ſo,and he gives the reaſon, Qxia ncvir 
Dems quid agas, intus te vider, intws te examinat,ec, God knows 
all thy aRtions, he ſees, and examines thy inward parts, he is a 
ſearcher of thy heart, and ſo knows that although thou hadft 
remptations from others, yet thy 11n proceeded from thy ſelf and 
therefore if thou ſeekelt to colour it by blaming others, thou art 
jultly to be condemned, whereas if thou doſt ingenioully confeſs 
it, ſeriouſly repent of it, and humbly crave pardon for it, no 
doubt but God of his abundant grace and mercy, will freely for- 

(Hive, and accept thee into his favour. 
|= tg My fecond Exhortation is, That now you know the trne cauſes 
ions Of fin, and temptation, you do not conſent to them, but endeavor 
as much asin you lies to refilt them, The cauſes of fin I ſhewed 
you to beeither outward or inward,outward are ſuch as be with- 
{ out us, namely the Devil, the alluring objes of the world, and 
the company of wicked men : theſe you muſt have a care to re- 
. | fiſt, which is eaſily done, if you prevent them in time, and ſuffer 
them to lay no hold of you, whereas if you open your heart ur- 
to them, and give them any entrance, they will be your over- 
throw; for the Devil is a ſlimy Serpent, and if he ger but P = 
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head, he will quickly windin his whole body aftet ie,whertasif you 
reſiſt him, he will flie from you, The world hath pleaſurable ob- 
jects of all ſorcs, to entice you to all kind of fins, and ſuch as your 
ſenſes will quickly be taken with, and wholly luſt after if you give 
them leave, but it you curb them with your reaſon, and do not ſuf- 
fer your w:ll to conſent to them. ; you are eaſily withdrawn from 
them, and they cannor/have power £0 ſeduce you. The company of 
bad men, is a trong remptation.to fin, -And what fin ſoever they 
intend to a, they with ule ſuch prevailing arguments, as they will 
draw you to it; andif you uſe their company, though bur a little, 
you will be ſo entangled, as perchance you cannot eaſily ger our 
again z but if you ſet your hearts againft them, and not onely refiſt 
their temptations, but avoid their company, . then they cannoren- 
tice you to any fin. This the wile man ſaw to be a ftrong temprati- 
on, and therefore he counſels his Son again.and again, to beware 


of it, Prov. 1. 10. My Son, if finners entices thee, conſer # thow not + Prov.1 15 


and in the followtng verkes, inttancing in ſeveral kind of fins that 0- 


thers may allure us unto, either for profit, or pleaſure, or revenge, 7 


ſaying, Come with xs, and let us do ſuch, - and ſuch things, though 
they promife to beconfederates, and that he ſhall pertake of the 
gain ; yet he charges his Son againat the 15. v. fy Son, walk not 
thou the way with th: m, refrain thy foot from their path. Theſe are 


remptations to fin, and theſe we muſt beware of, which is eaſily 


done, for they are without us, to that we may. both reſiſt, and flic 
from them. | 
At maximum negotium tecxm habes, our greateſt buſineſs is with 


our ſelves: we have enemies within us,and it is harder to reſiſt their *2e<*- 


temptations : the parents of ſin are both within us, andif we have 
not a ſpecial care over them they wjll engender ; thy luſt is wholly 
corrupr, and it will provoke thee to all kind of fin, but God hath 
given thee a will to ruje over it ; what then thou haſt given to ma« 
tter thy luſt,do not ſuffer to become his ſlave: when thy luſt ariſes, 
do not by any means give thy confent untoir ; for if thou giveſt 
thy conſent, it hath conceived ; and then when laſt hath conceived, it 
brangeth forth fin : Ne pecces sgituy plena voluntate, licer witta, as 
the Schools diltinguifh : do not ftn with afull and:{orward will, ats 
though thy will be 1ometimes ſo far overcome as to fall into ſin: 
God w.'ll diftingaiſh in his mercy and wiſdom, betwixt ſins of weak« 
nets, and tins of wiltulneſs ; therefore do not give the head, the 
rains, the £.ay to thy lvit;bur firive rocurb and tubdue ir, leſt thou 
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beeſt withdrawa by thy luſt ; deny thy ſelf unto it, do not follow 

it; itis unlawful, tis wanton, tis furious, tis proud, tis covetous, tis 
the-root of all evil both coward God and Man: it is idolatrous, 
Solomons luſt brought him to idolatry, over-threw all his wiſdom, 
and made him to walk in the waies of folly; beware then in any caſe 
of embracing it with conſent, leſt after thou bewaileſt the fruic that 
will proceed from their conception. Take the advice of the Son of 
Ecclus 18, Strach,Go not after thy Iuſts,but refrain thy ſelf from thine appetites. 
30. þ Thus you ſee the parents of ſin, and the means to hinder their Cox- 
ceprian, which is by curbing our luſt with the ſtrength of our Will: 

our luſt cannot conceive alone; fo that if we keep our Will from his 
bondage, from conſenting to him , we do not bring forth volunte- 

rie actual ſin. True it is chat our luſt is wholly corrupted, and our 

Will very enclinable to conſent ; ſo that it is a matter of great dif. 

ticulty to keep our Will from conſenting, and indeed without the 

help of God, nor in the power of man ; yet man muſt endeavour 

it, or elſe God will not help him, according to the obſervation of a 

| late Prelare of our Church, in bis Commentary upon the Coloſſians, 
| _ Homo Cl riſtianus debet tendere etiam adillam perfeftionem quam in- 
| if Cal. ;, felligit ſe in hac vits _—_— non poſſe A Chriſtian man is fbound 
| Fo to endeavour that perfection which ke knows in this life he cannoc 
| compals ; Nam mortificare, & cohibere omnes primos motus inordis 
nate concupiſcentie, nullus peccator unquam potuit. FOr it it was ne- 
ver in the power of any ſinner to kill, and reſtrain all the firſt mo- 
tiens of his inordinate luſt : O-znes ramen tenentur ad conatum, and 
yet evety man is bound to endeavor it ; :for that divine Command- 
ment, Non concupiſces, thou ſhalt not cover, or luſt, ſtands firm, 
and binds all men continually ; and in regard of their unabiliry to 

, ſhew perfe& obedience unto ir, St Auft;z ſpeaks very worthily, 
Ave By. Lt*x dicendo non concupiſces, id poſuit, non quod hic valeamus, ſed ad 
| 5 " 1 x64 proficiendo rendamus. The Law, in ſaying, Thou ſhalt not Cover, 
Ai.ll:cum Or Luſt ; doth not ſet down what we are able to do, but what we 
ſhould endeavor, what we ſhould aim at, and make the beſt profi. 
ciency in that we areable : 12 a word then, let us take a ſpecial care 
to reſiſt each ſeveral temptation of our Juſt, and endeavor by afl 
means poſlile ,to keep our will from conſenting to it; and what our 
weaknels cannot.attain unto, let us deſire, & truſt that the ftrength 
of God will perform for us : but this I may beſt ſhew unto you in 
my third and laſt Exhorration, wherein Iam to exhort you to pray 
unto the Lord for his grace, that by bis ſpecial aſliftance you may 
OYET= 
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over-come that which is above the weakneſs of our nature. « 
- You ſee in whata dangerous eftate we are, how apt to conceive, z Vie ef 
and my forth ſin, which is our ”- and moſt angerous ene- Exhort / 
mie, indeed our onely enemy, nothing elſe ſers us at enmity anion. 
difference with our God ; notbing elſe makes us miſerable either in 
us. this world, or in that which is.to come: our onely remedy is in the 
grace and afliſtance of Jeſus Chriſt,& he hath appointed our pray- 
ers as a means whereby we may ſue unto him, and obtain his graci- 
ous alliſtance, this is well known unto men; yet for the better print- 
ing it in their minds, & encouraging them to this religious prattiſe, 
I will briefly urge ſome texts of Scripture, both ſhewing our own 
| weakneſs ; and how by this means we may obtain ſome help and 
ſtrength, as 2 Cor. 3. 5. Not that we are ſufficient of our ſelves to, Coy, 
think, any thing as of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of Ged.. When 
the great Apoſtle ſaid, as you have heard, Rom. 7.15. For what 7 
world, that do 1 nor, but what I hate, that ds I : What do you think 
muſt become of us ? ſee him making greater confeſlion, even com- 
plaint, and cry in the ſame ch. at'the 21 v, 7 find then 4 law, that , _ 
when I would do good, evil is preſent with me ; for I delight in,, — : of 
| the law of God after the inpard man. But _ another law in my 14,25. 
members, warring apa rhe law of my mind, and bringing me m- 
ro captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am, who ſpall deliver me from the body of this death? I 
thank God, through Feſus Chiſt our Lord ; there is the remedy in 
Zeus Chrit, and he ſhews us in the Goſpel, how he is our perfeR 
remedy. oh. 15. 5. &c. I am the vine, ye are the branches, he that Joh. 15, 
abideth in me, and [ in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit, for 5,6, 7. 
without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not with me, he is caſt 
forth as a branch, and 1s withered, and men gather them, and caſt 
them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye ſhall ack what ye will, and it ſhall be done unto 
you. If a branch be cut off from the vine, it withers, and becomes 
fuel to the fire, whileſt it remains in it, the Vine ſupplies it with 
life and ſtrength ; this compariſon our bleſſed Saviour uſes to ſhew 
in what condition we are in, or without him in regard of our ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength, and therefore we may truly ac: ount our ſelves wi- 
thered, and dead without him, but freſh and lively ſo long as we 
are united to him, /abi/rs qua ſamns Adami, ſtabiles qua gratia (#- .. 
mus Chriſti, apt to fall, as we are the Sons of Adam, able to ſtand ' 


as1ve are by grace the Sons of Chriſt. 
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Thus I have ſhewed you the ſteps and degrees of our miſery, how 


'/ - apt-we are tO concerve and bring ferth fin; alſo the ſteps and degrees 


Ye. 
%\® 


Mat, 6.13. 


Mar. 26, 
41 


of our happineſs, how we may be able to overcome the tempratir 


ons of it, how we may be freed fromir, juſtified, and fanctified in 
Feſns Chriſt oun Lord: yerin this ſtate alſo we are ſubject ro many 
temptations, and therefore when our bleſſed Saviour upon earth 
taught his Diſciples to-pray,in that prayer which he left unto them, 
and all poſteritie,as a pattern of prayer ; one of the Peticzons is, 
And lovid y- not into temptation : and when he departed from his 
Diſciples, he gave admonition to them, and in them to us, that we 
ſhould wateh and pray againſt it; Watch and pray that ye enter 
wot into tempration, the ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh 15. weak: 
remptation is ſo Rtrong an enemy, as we ought not onely tO watch; 
but a{ſo'to pray againſt it ; and not onely tv keep us from lin, but 
aſſo for the obtaining, and ri hely uſing of any fpiritual bleſlings, 
or temporal, to beware of a uſtng the things that belong unto a- 
nother world, and thofe that belong unto this alſo : the. greateſk 
bleflings that God beſtows upon his ſervants in this world, ;as 
Health, Strength, Liberty, Riches, Honour, and the like ;. every 
man hath ſuch a luft about him toabuſe, as he may well pray unta 
the Lord, that he be not /ed into rempration by them ; and that.he 
may ſo uſe them, as to be able to give an accompr unto him chat 
beſtowed them on him : we make vows and promiſes unto the Lord 
in our ſickneſs, weaknels, impriſonment, poverty, low eſtate, which 
we forget in the times of health, ſtrength, hberty, riches, and ho« 
nour ; and when we flow and abound with theſe, our luſt and de- 
Gre to uſe them inordinately, luxurioully, proudly, covetoully, or 
the like, doth fo blind our eyes, as we cannot fee to behave our 
ſetves worthily in any place, I judge no man, but leave every man 
to judge and,cxamine his own heart ; every man in @ ferious fcruti« 
fie of his cor {cience, may find his own Juſt belt,although whileſt-he 
Shuts himfe{fwith the pleaſures thereof, he 15 fo blinded as he can- 
not ſee it ; but ler-him pray unto the Lord to open his eyes, and to 
ouide hith with his grace, and then his tight will be ſo clear, as he 
may ſee the vanitie of his way, and forſakeit ; as he may ſee how 
to uſe aright al manner of bleflings both ſpiritual and remporal, 
and not be led into temptation by them ; the greater he hath re. 
ceived, the greater accompr he hath to make, and conſequently the 
greater care, and watching over his waiesis requiſite ; high places 
are accounted moſt lippery, but indeed in all places of this world, 
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The Conception, 

men are apt to ſlip into ſin, the poor, and the Prifoner, and the 
fick, have their ſeveral cemptations, to impatience, diſcontent, 
and ſometimes to deſpair ; it is the grace of God that upholds 
us in any eſtate , and be it higher or lower, richer or poorer, as 
we fight & ſtrive againſt our _ as we yeeld and conſent un- 
to it;1o we are in a bleſſed or miſerable condition, one covetous, 
angry, or wanton luſt, yeelded unto p/cna volxntate, with a full 
and forward will, ſpoils all the rare endowments, and inward 
virtues, all the outward fortunes and glories which God en- 
riches any man withal upon earth : and on the other ſide, if a 
man in that eſtate which God _—_ him unto in this world, 
do ſtrive to curb his luſt, and fight againſt ſin as much as in him 
ties, although he may through infirmity be overcome, yet ſtill 
he is in a way to make new addrefles to the throne of grace,and 
may be in a capability to receive ſuch grace as may } —— 
him better for the future ſo that in any eſtate he may over- 
come his temptation ; but as I ſaid before, temptation is ſo 
ftrong an enemy, and ſo many wates coming upon us, as we 
ought not onely to watch, but alfo to pray againſt it, and our 
bleſſed Saviour gives us good encouragement in the fore-named 
place, oh. 15. 7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you. ye 
ſhall ack what je will, and it ſhall be done anto you ; what bleſling 
ye will, and how to uſe it. This is then the beſt conclufion, ler 
us ftrive to abide in him, let us give that reſpe& to- his holy 
words, and ſo ſtrive to keep them, as they may abide in us ; let 
us ask his ſpecial grace and aſfliſtance againſt our manifold 
remptations : this will be a cruſhing of ſin in the Egge, a ta- 
king of the children of Babylon, and daſhing them gain the 
Pones, a laying the axe to the root of the tree : &thele inſtrudtions 
may be a great help to a religious man in the practiſe of - his 
whole life, bleſſed is he that can make uſe thereof; for the which 
blefling, let us now pray unto him that is the fountain of bleſ- 
ling. 


Bleſſed Lord Ged, it hath pleaſed thee to ſhew us this dgy in what 
a weak condition we are, how apt toconcerve and bring forth fin, 
the parent of ſin being both within us, our Luſt, and Will, every 
man carrying about with him a ſeeanf ſin, a luſt which entices 
. hun toevery ſin, being an hereditary corrnpticn of our nature, 
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ud abroad into all onn parts; of he body, and faculties of the, 
owl.; ſo 48 aur. beart is najght; dun will with all the power « there+ 
of  who/ly corrupt. and wery enclinable to conſent to any ſin which: 
our luſt ſbaftigrovoke unto. T his corruption we drew from the loins 
of 0167 parents, our fathers have eaten of the ſowre grapes, 
and the childrens teeth are ſet an edge ; yer this we do not wrge as 
an excuſe for our fins, for we are all zncluned in the perſon of 
Adam, 5n him, as the Apoſtle ſaith, We all have ſinned ; /o that. 
by looking upon him, or our ſelves, we can ſee nothing but cor- 
ruption, miſery, and woe. Our comfort is, that the ſecond Adams 
obedience ſatisfied for the, firſt Adams diſobedience : thy . word 
which 6 thy ſelf,- teaches us, That” as by one mans diſobedience 
many were made fingers, fo by the obedience of one ſhall ma- 
ny be made righteous. - 0 Lora, we pray thee, let us thy ſervants - 
be in the number of thoſe that ſhall be made righteous by the 
righteowſneſs of thy dear Son, for our ſelves we have none; let 
his light ſhine into our hearts, aud they will be enlightned ; all the 
wilt ; 
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of . dixhpeſs, or ignorance, which. pn had- raiſed within us, 

% $5 - be ahevs of his grace, aud then we 
ſhall be juſtified, and ſanitified indeed ; the crackedneſs, and per- 
wverſneſs of our wills will be ſubjett, ana qhrdient nato thy bleſſed 
will, [0 as we ſball pat eaſily yeeld to the provocation of . our luſt, 
bat ſtrive _ to hinder + £ conception of fin, and endeavonr to 
da all the good that we are able; %o we know O Lord, that thox 
requireſt at our hands, that we ſhould daily ſtrive and endeavour ; 
reach us we humbly pray thee, to do our, duty, and do thou in mercy 
accept thereof ; 'help us with. thy grate, and firengthen us in the © 
$UNCT "1maK :, and Lord raw \thet re mmay grow [rom ftrength to 
ſtrength, and from grace ta grate, wnril in_the end we meet thee 
in thy glory, and that for the metits of Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord 
and ently Saviour, to whow with thee and the bleſſed ſpirit, one 
Ged and three Perſon, we aſcribe as i moſt due, all honor, and 
glory, and praiſe, frgm this tim! forth and evermore. Amen, 
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